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Holiday 
Traditions

By: Zoe Alcause

Anonymous- “Me and my family 
have a Christmas party.”
Miley Rivera- “We go to a family’s 
house, and celebrate there.”
Anonymous- “I go to my dad’s 
house, then go to my mom’s 
house.”
Mrs. Beard- “Baking Christmas 
cookies, opening one gift on 
Christmas Eve, we go to church, 
and funny gifts are a must.”
Harrison Stearman- “Hanging out 
with family, and opening gifts.”
Reagan Pratt- “Hang out with 
family, host a party with friends and 
watch a Christmas movie.”
Cassandra Mazur- “I open 
presents.”
Raine Valderrama- “On Christmas 
Eve at midnight, we open our gifts.”

Futsal 
Tournament

By: Louis Ulmer

This week, the school 
is hosting a Futsal 
tournament.  All the games 
will be played during lunch 
on one of the basketball 
courts. You can sign up with 
your own team of 5 or 6 at 
the desk next to the court. 
Futsal works a lot like soccer 
and has all the same basic 
rules as soccer. However, 
when the ball goes out you 
have to kick it into play 
instead of doing a throw-in. 
The actual tournament 
started on December 5th, 
although last week there 
were friendly matches.

Sophia Neilson- “Baking, a party, 
and sleeping.”
Jaylee Atterbury- “We open 
presents.”
Robert Wilkendorf- “Hang out with 
my family.”
Joshua Holloway- “I go to my 
Grandma’s house and see family.”
Anonymous- “The night before 
Christmas, I opened one gift.”

Angel Martinez- “I make a lot of 
food with my grandma, like 
Tamales, Ponche, Atole, and 
Pozole.”
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Zodiac 2023
By: Sean Clark

As the year comes to an 
end, we start a new year. 
For 2023 the zodiac sign 
is a Rabbit. The story of 
the Zodiac signs 
originates from a ancient 
Chinese myth where 
animals had to run a race, 
which would be used to 
measure time. In the race 
there could only be twelve 
winners in the race, so 
there were many 
obstacles like rivers and 
large trees to slow down 
other animals  the Pig, 
Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, 
Dragon, Snake, Horse, 
Goat, Monkey, Rooster, 
and Dog all won the race 
but the first person who 
crossed the finish line was 
the Rat.

Can’t wait for 
Crumbl

By: Zoe Z.

There is a new Crumbl 
Cookies opening up in 
Livermore at Las Positas Rd. 
in the plaza with the Target 
with only instore shopping. 
Crumbl Cookies started with 
two cousins with a big dream 
and an amazing combination 
of flour, sugar, eggs and, 
chocolate chips. These Two 
crazy cousins Jason 
McGowan (CEO) and Sawyan 
Hemsley (COO) Co founded 
Crumbl Cookies. They first 
opened their store in Utah in 
2017 and only sold Chocolate 
chip cookies to get feedback 
about the recipe. Soon they 
decided in December of 2018 
to do a weekly rotating menu 
which includes different 
cookies each week. Since 
opening its first store 5 years 
ago and soon to be 6 they 
have open store in 47 states 
nationwide.
 

Deacon 
Dave’s
By: Logan Kubiak

Deacon Dave’s is a 
Christmas light show 
located at 352 Hillcrest Ave. 
Livermore, Ca. 94550. It 
opened on December 2nd  
through  Sunday-Thursday. 
It opens at 6:00 PM and 
closes at 9:00 PM. On 
Friday and Saturday, it 
closes at 10:00 pm, but if 
there is high wind or heavy 
rain, it will close for that 
day. 

It will be their 29th annual 
Christmas display. 
Construction began on 
labor day weekend and 
lights were getting put up 
on October 1st. Their first 
display was in 1982 
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Chanukah
By: Brayden Kreitzman

With December coming around, 
the holidays are rolling in! One 
of those holidays is Chanukah, 
celebrated by the Jewish 
people. This year, it starts on the 
18th and lasts until the 26th. It’s 
custom to open a present each 
of the 8 days, light a candle on 
the menorah or hannukiah, and 
say your prayers. Some of the 
foods most eat for Chanukah 
are latkes and gelt. Turns out, 
Chanukah is just one of 24 
different spellings of the word. 
While Chanukah is the 
traditional Hebrew transliteration 
spelling, Hanukkah is the 
commonly used English 
spelling, but there’s tons of other 
ways to spell it. The reason 
people celebrate Chanukah is to 
celebrate the Jews’ stand up 
against their Greek-Syrian 
rivals. They needed enough oil 
for 1 day to survive, but ended 
up getting 8, which is why we 
have 8 days of Chanukah.

Christmas
By: Ava Neilsen 

People all celebrate the 
holidays and Christmas 
differently. Christmas 
originated as a celebration of 
the birth of Jesus. In the U.S., 
people celebrate Christmas on 
December 25th. This year, 
Christmas is on a Sunday 
which happens every 28 years! 
Some people have gifts under 
a Christmas tree from family 
and friends, and on Christmas 
Eve, tradition tells that Santa 
Claus comes to deliver 
presents. 
There are lots of Christmas 
themed things to do like 
watching Christmas movies 
and drink hot cocoa. There are 
also parades, and at some 
festivities, you might even 
meet Santa! People’s houses 
are also very festive as well. 
There are some houses where 
the lights match the music on a 
radio station. Have a merry 
Christmas and a happy 
holidays! 
 

New Years
!Tradition! 

By: SEVAN BEREJIKLIAN

Here in the U.S., you might 
be celebrating your New 
Year's with the countdown, 
the ball drop, fireworks, and 
a midnight toast. But people 
all over the world celebrate 
in other unique ways. For 
example, in Denmark, 
people might be throwing 
old plates. In England, they 
might be singing Auld Lang 
Syne and holding hands 
right before Midnight 
strikes. In some places they 
eat 12 grapes at 12:00 A.M. 
or Black Eyed Peas for 
good luck.
 
However you choose to 
celebrate, we are all 
excitedly honoring the 
coming of 2023, the New 
Year.
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Amazing 
Athlete
By: Paige Epperley

 
April Villa Diaz started playing 
when she was a little kid and 
joined her first team when she 
was ten. She scored 21 points 
out of 42 in one game this 
season, which is phenomenal.

We asked this wonderful 
basketball athlete four 
questions. 

How has your experience been 
in the basketball team? 
-Fine, the best part is winning.

How difficult would you say 
basketball is? 
-On a scale of 1-10, it’s a 5. It’s 
not hard it just gets frustrating.

What skills do you recommend 
for people interested in 
basketball to learn? 
-Dribbling, don’t be afraid to 
dribble.

What are some skills that you 
still need to work on?
-Setting a screen

Go see April and the rest of the 
girls’ basketball team play on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays!

FIFA World 
Cup 2022

By: Luis Alonso 

So most of you may know 
that the FIFA World cup in 
Qatar started about one or 
two weeks ago in late 
November. Since then there 
have been many different 
matchups with many 
different teams and 
countries competing against 
each other. A total of 32 
teams have been eliminated 
from the world cup. Some of 
the teams include Mexico, 
Iran, Belgium, and the USA. 
About 16 teams remain in 
world cup and then after the 
round of 16 it will become a 
knockout tournament. The 
world cup will end on 
Sunday, December 18.

Ms. Spiteri!
By: Chloe and Zoe

We are highlighting Ms. 
Spiteri because she is a 
great teacher. Some 
cool things about her  is 
that she loves Thai food, 
and it is her 8th year of 
teaching. She always 
wanted to live in NYC, 
and she actually lived in 
Michigan for 3 years. 
She has been married 
for 13 years and has 3 
kids. Her favorite color is 
Aqua,  her favorite 
animal is a Dolphin, and 
she wants to go to Paris. 

Ms. Spiteri is an 
amazing teacher!
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Why we 
should not 

have to run if 
it is under 45 

degrees
By: Thalia Chavez

    This is why we should not 
have to run if it is under 45 
degrees outside.
First of all, when you are 
running and you need to 
take deep breaths, it burns 
your nose and throat when 
you have to breathe. Also, 
If you don't have gloves or 
very soft clothing you 
figuratively get hypothermia 
from the extreme coldness. 
My last reason is even the 
teachers can't stand it; last 
week during the mile in 0 
period, a teacher got up 
and walked away. She said 
that it was too cold. HOW 
COULD THEY WALK 
AWAY AND THEN STILL 
MAKE THEIR STUDENTS 
RUN? That is why we 
should not have to run if its 
under 45 degrees.

Holiday Must
Haves
By: Jacki C.

If you don’t have any ideas for what to put on your 
list this year, here are a few ideas.

⋅Art set
⋅Roller blades
⋅Cake decorating kit
⋅Ring toss game
⋅Laser tag set
⋅Mini drone
⋅Temporary tattoos
⋅Tie dye kit
⋅Hanging Neon lights
⋅Tortilla blanket
⋅Perfume
⋅Jewelry
⋅Clothes

⋅Headphones 
⋅Portable speaker
⋅Ear piercing kit
⋅Airpod cases
⋅Reversible octopus 
plushie
⋅10 foot charger
⋅Lava lamp
⋅Instax mini camera
⋅Converse 
⋅Scented candles
⋅Candy

These are just some basic ideas if you really 
don’t know what to put.
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Book of the 
Month
By: Emmie V. 

Shannon Messanger’s 
Keeper Of The Lost Cities is 
an action packed story, 
winning the 2017 Middle 
School/Junior High California 
young reader award. 
Averaging a 4.8/5 star rating, 
97% of people questioned 
enjoyed the book. Generally 
recommended for ages 9-13, 
the book managed to worm 
its way into the hearts of 
many adults as well. 

The story starts with 
Sophie Foster, a twelve year 
old high school senior with a 
secret. As a telepath, she has 
the unique ability to read the 
thoughts of those around her. 
Skipping six gades with 
photographic memory doesn’t 
seem to help her fit in either. 
Even in her own family, she is 
an outcast. 

Everything changes the 
day she meets Fitz, a 
mysterious boy, who also 
reads minds. As she leaves 
everything she knows behind, 
she struggles to find her 
place in the seemingly 
utopian world of elves. But 
this new life isn’t as it seems. 
There are secrets buried in 

Sophie’s memory, and there 
are people that desperately 
want them. Desperate 
enough to go great lengths to 
get.

Keeper Of The Lost 
Cities is packed with action, 
the subplots of romance are 
realistic, and many find the 
characters relatable. There is 
such an extensive amount of 
characters that lots of fans 
find themselves in the story.  
The middle grade 
environment causes many 
younger fans to relate to the 
book in amazing ways, and 
Messenger writes the books 
with perfect humor to please 
the teenage audience.

While 97% of readers 
loved Keeper Of The Lost 
Cities, The other 3% had 
different opinions. Critics 
often point to the many things 
to be the downfall of the 
beloved series. Things such 
as lack of representation of 
LBGTQ+ and ethnic 
characters, play large parts in 
the critic’s views. They also 
point at the stereotypical 
characters, image of 
perfection, the later occurring 
love triangle, similarity to 
Harry Potter, “Mary Sue” 
main character and much 
more.

As touched in the 

previous paragraph, Keeper 
Of The Lost Cities has many 
similarities to other well known 
classics. Micheal Buckley, author 
of the Sisters Grimm and 
NERDS Series says, the book is 
“a little bit Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland, a little bit Lord Of 
The Rings, and a little bit Harry 
Potter.” Even Keeper Of The Lost 
Cities’ most dedicated fans can’t 
deny the similarities between 
Messenger’s books and other 
already published stories. Many 
appreciate this as a homage. 
Other’s are disappointed by this 
“lack of originality”.

Keeper Of The Lost Cities 
is the first book of the series. So 
far, there are a total of 9 books 
out, with a “guide to all things 
Keeper” to be read right before 
book 9, Stellarlune, Which was 
released in November. The series 
will be concluded in a tenth book, 
to be released in 2023. Disney is 
also attempting to create a movie 
based on the books, though 
details have not been shared with 
the general public.

To those who are drawn to 
Messenger’s imaginative writing, 
they will find themselves cheering 
on Sophie and her friends until 
the very end.



Riddle of the Month: What did Santa need when he sprained his ankle?
____________
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